
Abhidamma that is not Abhidamma 

Theravāda Abhidhamma Perspective – Ultimate and Conventional Reality   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                         Valagamba.net 

Description of citta, 

chaitasika,rȗpa, Nibbana 

Dichotomization as existent and non-
existent to explain 

 

existent in meaning of 

realitical  called paramartha 

Beyond the inherent nature of name 

and  forms, the aspect of how  finitely 

divided within time and space are 

attached to meaning of paramārtha. 

The non existent 

Thus name and forms regarded as 

paramārtha, Considered as entities 

beyond ordinary understanding 

Negligence of 

Ārammana classification 

in Pattāna 

Clarifications by Aggregates, 

Bases, and Elements. 

 

seeing non existing entity as 

a reality is represented by 

incorrect view, delutiion, 

perversion in perceptions 

Elaboration of the word “Paññatti” 

in relation to “Puggalapaññatti” in 

“Panchaprakarana” Commentary 

Emergence of  "pańńathti" 

as naming-designations 

and object-designations in 

twofold manner 

Negligence of main sub 

commentary Thēra's view 

naming for the existent and non-

existent, as existential designations 

non- existential designations 

Naming, verbal usage, 

is paññatti 

(designation) according 

to true Abhidamma 

doctrine 

Table, vehicle, woman, 

man etc defined as non-

existent 

Later not only for naming but for 

non existent itself was also 

identified as  "Avijjamāna Paññatti" 

"avijjamana" part was lost 

and "Paññatti" was reffered 

to vehicle,person etc 

Like this "Paññatti" immerge in 

opposite meaning to paramārtha 

Because  initial definition for “Paññatti” is about 

naming, which is  a convention in society, the 

non existent was also called "sammuti" 

(consensus) 

 

This is how "concept of paramatta and sammuti" was 

developed  in recent Thērawada Abhidamma books 

it is stated, usually object of mind is Paññatti 

(not name and forms) and stated in object 

classifications as  "Paññatti–objects" under the  

category Dhammarammana 

vehicle, human body and such like which 

regarded as Paññatti, as thay are non 

existing, their impermanence became 

irrelavent while paramatta because it is very 

subtle impermanence cannot be reflected 

until known 

Ignorence, that if because of  term 

"avijjamana pańńathti " that non-existence is 

applied as pańńathti, then "paramatta" 

through the word "vijjamanapannthti"  

would also be a "pańńathti." 

represented by 

perception,thinking, vitakka, 

vicara connected to sound 

They are just 

mentalities (citta 

and chitasika) 

Existent (vijjamāna) non-exixstent 

(avijjamāna)  or designations (Paññatti) can 

be stated within “Nama-Rūpa” itself 

Thus "concept of paramatta and sammuti" is 

unnecessary to study Abhidamma 

Abhidamma 
 


